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SUBJECT: SENATE APPROVAL OF SEA-LEVEL CANAL STUDY 

1 . SENATE MAY 4 ADOPTED BY VOTE OF 63-29 AMENDMENT BY SEN. 

GRAVEL (D-ALASKA) TO WATERWAY USERS BILL (H.R. 8309) ESTAB- 
LISHING USG COMMISSION TO MAKE FEASIBILITY STUDY OF SEA- 
LEVEL CANAL. 

2. "INTERNATIONAL SEA-LEVEL CANAL STUDY COMMISSION" WILL 
CONSIST OF THREE UNITED STATES AND THREE PANAMANIAN MEMBERS. 

THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE. THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE, AND 
THE PRESIDENT WILL EACH APPOINT ONE U.S. MEMBER; AND THE 
PRESIDENT WILL IN ADDITION APPOINT THE PANAMANIAN MEMBERS 
UPON RECOMMENDATION BY THE GOP. 

3. COMMISSION IS AUTHORIZED $8 MILLION IN FUNDING. IT IS 
DIRECTED TO UPDATE 1971 ANDERSON COMMISSION STUDY, THROUGH 
ON-SITE SURVEYS IF NECESSARY. IT IS ALSO TO PREPARE 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT. COMMISSION'S FINAL REPORT 
IS TO BE SUBMITTED WITHIN THREE YEARS OF ENACTMENT OF BILL. 

4. PROVISION ADOPTED AT BEHEST OF SEN. ALLEN (D-ALA.) 

SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZES U.S. MEMBERS OF COMMISSION TO SURVEY 

ROUTES OUTSIDE PANAMA AND TO MAKE REPORT TO PRESIDENT 
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WITHIN ONE YEAR OF ENACTMENT OF BILL. 

5. AMENDMENT MAKES NO REFERENCE TO PANAMA CANAL TREATY, 

ALTHOUGH GRAVEL STAFFER ACKNOWLEDGED THAT IT WAS ASSUMED 
TO BE CARRYING OUT PROVISION FOR JOINT STUDY IN ARTICLE 

12 OF THAT TREATY. 

6. GRAVEL FIRST PRESENTED AMENDMENT ON MAY 3, WHEN IT WAS 
DEFEATED 49-43. REVISED VERSION, INCLUDING SPECIFIC 
REFERENCE TO ROUTES OUTSIDE OF PANAMA, THEN PREPARED AND 
INTRODUCED FOLLOWING DAY. 

7. WE UNDERSTAND THAT PANAMANIAN EMBASSY ADVISED AMEND- 
MENT'S PROPONENTS PRIOR TO MAY 3 THAT GOP AND GENERAL 
TORRIJOS PERSONALLY SUPPORTED BILL. 

8. FUTURE OF LEGISLATION IS UNCERTAIN. NEXT STEP FOR 
WATERWAYS BILL SHOULD BE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE, BUT IT IS 
UNCERTAIN WHETHER CONFERENCE WILL MEET IN NEAR FUTURE. CHRISTOPHER 
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